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To His Excellency the Governor of Alabama: , 


Sir—I have the honor to submit a report of the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College for the year 1877-78. 
Most respectfully, 
Your obd't serv’t, 
I, T. TICHENOR, President, 
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The present condition and prospects of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College are most gratifying to its friends. 
During the past collegiate year it had 238 students, a number 
larger than that of any other college in the State. Many of 
the difficulties whieh have attended its rise and progress have 
been overcome. "The general misconception of its character 
and aims has ¡given place to more correct views of its pur- 
poses and the sphere of its operations. The embarrassment 
caused by the payment of interest upon its bonds in depre- 
ciated currency has been removed. Its faculty has been in- 
creased by the addition of able and learned professors, and 
its facilities for instruction have been enlarged. We confi- 
dently expect that, at an early day, it will, in efficiency and i in 
numbers, attain the full limit allowed by the means at its dis- 
posal. The opening of the present session justifies this ex- 
pectation. The number of students already enrolled is 217, 
which exceeds the number at the same date last year by 46. 
But for the yellow fever, which prevailed in some parts of the 
State, this number would have been considerably increased. 
The advanced classes are larger this year than ever before. 
Of the 238 gtudents last year, there were in the 
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Two young men are pursuing post graduate courses. 
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In college classes proper, there were last year, eut of 238 


students, 149. This year, out of 217 students, 150. 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


During the past year it became necessary to furnish the 
.basement story of the building. This improvement cost the 
eollege about $3,000. 'Phis story contains rooms for the 
chemical department, two large rooms for the preparatory 
department, two armories, an office for the treasurer, surgeon's 
quarters, and a room for fuel. We have now ample accom- 
modation for 300 students. 
Considerable additions have also been made to the appa- 
ratus of the college in the departments of chemistry, of natu- 
ral history, and of engineering. 


7 FACULTY. 


At the last meeting of the board of trustees, changes were 
made in the faculty as follows : 

The pfesident of the college was transferred to the chair of 
moral philosophy, made vacant by the death of Prof. Ross, 
and Hon. W. H. Chambers was elected professor of agricul- 
ture. P. H. Mell, Jr, was elected professor of natural his- 
tory, in place of Prof. E. Q. Thornton, deceased. Rev. G. W. 
Maxson was elected principal of the preparatory department, 
with the rank and pay of a professor, and Mr. C. C. Thatch 
was elected his assistant. Subsequently, Mr. E. R. Rivers 
was elected instructor by the faculty. 


TREASURERS REPORT. 


The ‘income of the college is derived mainly from the en- 
dowment fund, which consists of two hundred and fifty-three 
thousand five hundred dollars, invested, by act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the State, in Alabama bonds. These bonds 
are deposited with the treasurer of the State. The annual 
income from this endowment is twenty thousand two hundred ' 
and eighty dollars. The treasurer of the college draws this 
sum from the treasury of the State, and, under such regula- 
tions as the board of trustees have established, pays it out to 
meet the expenses of the college. He makes annually to the 
board of trustees a full and itemized report of all payments 
made on college account, sustained by vouchers, which are 
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approved by the president of the college. This report of the 
treasurer of the college is carefully examined by a committee 
appointed by the board, and every item seen to correspond 
with its proper voucher. 

For a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the 
treasurer for the last college year, you are respectfully re- 
ferred to the report of the treasurer of the college herewith 
sübmitted. 


THE COLLEGE FARM 


Has always been both in its extent and in the character of its 
soil poorly adapted to the wants of the college. Its increase 
to four times its present area would enable its manager to 
make it self-sustaining, and would furnish better opportunity 
for selecting suitable soils for scientific experiments. Yet 
upon this small area and its poverty-strieken soil, very satis- 
factory. experiments have been made in the production of the 
staple crops of the country. 

The report of the Commissioner of Agriculture, at Wash- 
ington, states that in the year 1576 it cost the planters of 
Alabama an average of nine cents and nine mills per pound to 
make cotton, and that the average price obtained by the 
planters was ten cents and one mill, leaving a profit of only 
one-fifth of a cent per pound, or one dollar per bale to the 
producer. 

Though this estimate must be only an approximate one, it 
is sufficiently accurate to show the necessity of some improve- 
ment in the method of growing cotton, so as to lessen the cost 
of its production. To this point especial attention has been 
directed. The problem before us was to reduce the labor to 
the smallest amount consistent with good cultivation, and at 
ihe same time to produce à maximum yield. While we do 
not claim to have fully attained the desired results, we havé 
demonstrated that even upon the average land of the State, 
cotton can be made at about one-half the reported cost. The 
methods by which this result can be attained, are within easy 
reach of every intelligent planter, and it will afford us 
pleasure to aid those engaged in agriculture in accomplishing 
this object. 
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EXPENSES OF STUDENTS. 


The Board of Trustees have desired to reduce the expenses 
of students attending the College to the least possible sum, and 
their success has been such that we can offer facilities for ob- 
taining a collegiate education at as little cost as any College 
in the South. Tuition is free to all who come. A fee of ten 
dollars to cover incidental expenses, and a surgeon's fee of 
five dollars constitute the entire sum paid by students to the 
College. The payment of the surgeon's fee entitles the 
student to medical attention during the whole scholastie year. 
This reduction of the College charges has made it necessary 
to keep the expenditures of the institution at the lowest point 
consistent with efficiency. The salaries of its officers and the 
number of professors, compared with the number of students, 
are less than in any other college of equal grade in the 


country. No institution of learning ever had, both in the 


Board of Trustees and in its Faculty, stronger sympathy with 
the masses of the people, or a more earnest desire to promote 
their welfare. This fact is evinced by the whole history of 
the institution, and to this more than any other one thing is 
due the rapid rise of the college in the esteem of the people 
of this State. The success which has attended this policy is 
the surest guarantee the people of Alabama can possess that 
as long as it is controlled by the present management it will 
never be actuated by a different spirit. 


WANTS OF THE COLLEGE. 


While the design of Congress that the leading objeot of the 
college should be to teach those branches of learning which 
relate to agriculture and mechanie arts has been kept steadily 
in view, it has been impossible, with our limited means, to 
furnish the highest facilities for practical in these depart- 
ments. We ought to have a model farm of not less than 
two hundred acres, with all the buildings, machinery, imple- 
ments and stock of every description which would illustrate 
every feature of good husbandry, and show what farming in 
Alabama can and ought to be made. Such an outfit would 
cost not less than $25,000. In my judgment no other invest- 
ment would yield to the State so sure and ample an income 
as would arise from such a farm properly conducted and open 


9 
to the inspection, not only of -every farmer in the State, but 
to the hundreds of young men who flock to this institution 
for instruction. We ought to have a work-shop where every 
variety of work in wood and metals could be seen and 
learned, and where practical skill in the mechanic arts, and in 
the management of machinery, could be acquired. Such an 
outfit, including the necessary buildings, would cost probably 
not less than $20,000. A smaller amount might be made very 
effective in practical education, both on the farm and in the 
work-shop. The sums named would not be needed in the be- 
ginning, but would be required as progress might be made in 
“the execution of the plans adopted for the attainment E 
these ends. 

Where shall we find the means for aceomplishing these d 
jects? The scanty income of the college will not justify such 
an expenditure. We must pay our faculty and meet the ex- 
penses incident to the operations of the college. When this 
is done little is left for improvement in any direction. 

If Alabama would supplement the donation made by Con- 
gress for the establishment of the college by one-fourth of 
the amount thus generously given, our necessities would be 
supplied, but we are well aware that in the present condition 
of her treasury, it is useless to ask het authorities for aid. 
We must be content to gather from year to year, little by 
little, the needed appliances for the practical education of 
students in these pursuits. But we shall not cease to cherish 
the hope that one day a helping hand will be stretehed out 
to aid us in accomplishing all it is in our hearts to do for the. 
people of our beloved State. 

I. T. TICHENOR, 
President. 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


TREASURER'S OFFICE, Å. & M. COLLEGE, 
4 AUBURN, ALABAMA, January 2, 1879. 
Dr. I. T. Tichenor, President: 
Dan Sm—In compliance with your request, I have the honor herewith to 
present to you a copy of my report as treasurer of this college for the year 
ending June 15th, 1878. 


RECEIPTS. 

To State Treasurer's aceount............. ccce eese hone $ 21,910 00 
se Incidental accoun i ses. REINER eer RACE 1,730 00 
fe Nurron ee, 845 00 
"e Farm AA return y Å 283 76 
** Rent for lande. .. Tor 47 10 
(((( Ned 689 21 

j 24,805 87 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

By amount paid to balance.... ............... . xxn 90 20 
„ € * ** repair and improvement e 2,910 71 
P di &- 5 EXPENSES accoUnE 25 515 Ese SERE RETE «| 1,204 93 
fe — € * „e printing account.......... Sus DAR Sorte eiae 298 75 
ee se er vy REX NA e Ra P EN 756 03- 
WEG. am ee ee Stationery. uod Cot a rev MS 2 diaeta eg 47 65- 
ev * freight for rep. and imp................. $157 97 
ES FEE GE e,, data 117 18 
ae Der € apparatus accounnn ii. 60 00 
ye se "€ VOBOMICHIB e o Do aay .. 825 
„ af renn EE NE 780 
0 e C/ TTT e 34 24 

— 385 44 

b u » for apparatus geeoununtetett AE Va ETE 187 77 
me te * se discount, interest and exchange account 922 50 
cs cs se music account. 171 ree REN: 338 08 
e Fe ee se trustees account.. — 200 95 
se ts, ** ** salaries account gor a A SEE — — ene 14,343 29 
s6 « ^ 6 arm eee... uo Ee raa d Cd 506 88 
ec » e 4€ Insurance aseconnnt 412 61 
0 “e * ** chemicals accoun ee ewe eens 100 39 
66 t: ce SR a s ccn AAA eee ees. chats 845 00 
es es * “6 incidental fees refunded............ e 105 00 
e * e advertising account . ERST . 538 50 
66 s es ( commissions...... ES 3 611 13 
$ 24, 805 87 


Most respectfully, 
: E. T. GLENN, Treasurer. 


